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SD 197-07-01 Confed Secretariat, Hicho, Ekosiak 


Oh hum - might as well do a file review - 


see if! can get any 
insight on the Dana case. 


/ Damn- | can't get a save )) 


\ on any of the early files- J 


This is impossible- the Confed 
baselines have been altered- not much- 


but enough to invalidate 
the whole investigation- 


| is is no local trick- 


Se 


“| Khai! You're right! 


Everyone check their personal 


This isa borhan een alert files against the Net baselines! 


—————— —————— 


“ait a eee \ I ZZ} Keep all your hardcopies. It's the 
Something wrong wih the Net oe Net that's in question. Prepare 
\, comparison summaries ASAP! 
That's impossible. 


Colonel? Are you sure about that? 


I've got an emergency. 
The Net's been compromised. 


According to my files, 
the doubt lies at your end. 


There has been some information to suggest you 
have been involved in some - ah - subjective - activities. 


Make a continuous hard format recording 
of everything that happens from here out! 


Ee = 


Z L 


Why Colonel, such dramatics! 
Especially with official Net files clearly showing your 
less- than-aboveboard activity. But, as you've been 
a bit overwrought of late, and perhaps a bit distracted 
by outside influences, I've requested Major Haddeen 
to - augment - your command while we sort all this out. 


| trust you won't pursue any more extralegal 
excursions until he arrives. Good day. 


Bs —_ 


Carry on with the computer security check. 


Uhm, Colonel. We've done a pretty thorough go-through of our Net files, 
and aside from your special investigation, there doesn't appear to be 
anything amiss. But I've been with you on this from the start, and | know 

the data has been altered. But | don't know how and I can't prove any of it. 


| don't know how 
it was done either, but someone's 
skewed the whole Net base. And 
without any independent corroboration, 
| can't prove a thing. Moreover, 
it looks like Govemor Genyanaka 
will claim my version is a criminal 
conspiracy. And she'll no doubt attempt 
to connect Dea and Confed to it all. . 


Defense? With the new "official" 
story the only “authentic” facts, 
our own files can only incriminate us. 


You're right. Might as 
well get all the files in 
order as best we can. 


| was thinking more 
in terms of our defense. 


ae \ 


Sir, given your popularity, the Governor 
couldn't convict you of jaywalking, but - 


Given the extent of the 
dirty tricks we've uncovered - 


We've got to put out 
special protection 

for Bersham and 

the Tekah family. 


Khai! You're right! 


Call it protective 
surveillance 
. orsome such. 


I'd be more worried about "tragic 
accidents" or some sort of "died 
in an irrational shoot out when 
confronted with investigators 
asking about suspicious 
computer data manipulations." 


The new commander can't object too much - 


All clear in here! 


Dea, let's not worry about that. What's 
important is that you remain safe for now. 
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Now little Rojigo gets to see where his Mommy really works. | SD198-06-14 EDF Remote Operations Base, Ish Tako - 


Well, thanks for taking care of him while I'm up. 
Vf 
LE 


f Z 


Yeah. I'm having the hardest 
time leaving him with Keena. 


mes 


It's no bother, right Ro'? 


Wha aa Who's your favorite Auntie? 


Mi He's such a cute little guy. 


Ya know, | could take him more of the time. Keena 


and them are fine, but I'm more immediately available. Wena ao: @ gondbye 


smooch from your Momma. 


Yeah. But you've 
got your command 
responsibilities as well. 


Looky, looky, there So, she got off? 
goes your Momma. 


That's her in the D-10. 


Fine-looking 
cub you 
got there. 


No. Not really. Lots of air jocks like 
to fly - because it's fun or whatever. 
But Erma flies because it's what she does. 


Isn't that a bit - 


It's an interesting contest. 


Now Ro' is here and she's got 


Between Ro’ and the cockpit. ; SNES | 
an all or nothing conflict going. 


Erma's about the only pilot | 
know who really lives to fly. 


f , Seriously. Doesn't Yeah - sort of. She's 
And how do you figure that she falk to you? always such a "good 
parent" at home. But 


| see what you mean. 


She hasn't really found 
a balance between 
pilot officer and mother. 


And she hasn't recognized that her unit, as well as the care 
group, can give our little beast all the attention he needs. 


There you go. Kill 
the utensils for awhile. 


And give us 
a chance to 
eat in peace. 


Or, at least, a new start for one. : 


| Pretty extensive complex. | : 


I've heard that it's almost completely self-sufficient. 


| still wonder if we did the right thing. |i 


| pity the fools who are too honest to 
run. The "new reality" would eat them a 


Capt. Arrat. | apologize for 
not spending time with you. 


I fully understand, C: 
T Ney 


| thank you Captain, and | wish 
| could finally sit down and talk - 


Enchawah is out here? 
The ship is with the 
Tawan/Enchawah | vA, 


Self-Defense Organization. | 
NA 
y 


Not with the organization 
itself. But I'm suspicious of 
any private enterprise that 

take on the roles of the state. 


Me? No. Enchawah is 
just providing capital, 
oe for a niche, and 
in case of trouble, a bolt hole. 


Can | select 
my own crew? 


Do you really think 
it will get that bad? 


*The dimension is the pressure hull diameter, a more telling 
reference than length, which can vary with interchangeable hull sections. 
ie 


| really don't know, -and that's the real 
danger, the depth of the uncertainty. 


But, in fact, I'm in a bit of a rush right 
now. But | have an offer to pass on to you. 


Oe How would you like a ship? 
Ss |] 


So, what 
about 
the ship? 


SD 198-04-02 Confed Secret Test Site 
b 


Well, while this unit is purely 
experimental, we've been CAD'ing up 
production prototypes as we go. 


Really?! | didn't know you had gotten that far. 


= 
Hoi. We've been firing it up 
for a couple of weeks already. 


How soon can we get 
a production version? 


By the time we get these last test 
series done, we could have the first dozen 
hulls operational - by the end of the year. 
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The Creators seem to have been able to 
manipulate materials at quantum levels. 


The other developments are coming on more slowly. 


We understand the physics of the 
sensors, but we haven't been able to 
reverse-engineer how they were made. 


And the subatomic configurations 
play a part in the sensor's performance. 


Anything new on 
the - ah - subject? 


You mean have 
we been able to prove 
she's really a Creator? 


Every time | 
look at her - 


But, for all practical purposes, what 
else could she be? Her body, and 
the trace bits of the rest of the 
crew, all point to that conclusion. 


There's something 


about her - It gives 
me nightmares, 


" SD 197-10-02 Orhannhoo City, Baliannian 


| You know how Daddy's been 
So, what have you been so cryptic about? : promoted? Well, there's more! 


(AZ | 


l_E 


Ohmm, nothing much. 


And with his pull, 
you're not only 
guaranteed for 
Academy, but 

there's already a 

posting lined 
up for you. 


Now wait a minute. 


| know the Fleet can't do their manpower four 
years in advance. What are you talking about? 


2 


I'm not sure - but it's something like a short course to be 
an officer. You'll be on line in something like nine weeks. 


Tahdi, | wanted to go to Academy 
to be an engineer, not some 
OTS* junior grade cannon- fodder! 
AX. 


Daddy says he'll be needing all the talent . 
he can get with the big thing coming. 


*OTS = Officer's Training School, a limited military “basic training" for 
officers instead of the lengthy academic education of a military academy 45° 


It stinks, and you can tell your Father that | don't want anything to do with it! Ipcha, wait! You can't mean 
that! Daddy said it like a favor. 


oe ioe : But this a for real big thing! Really! Daddy was 


talking like it was an ultimate move, career-wise. 


Ipcha, | love you! And Daddy 
knows we want to get married 
and thought this could be a big 

boost for you now, for both our sakes. 


Let's go talk to your father and work this out. 


| can well appreciate your career concerns, young 
man, especially as they involve my daughter as well. 


on-duty training. So in the same four years, you'll be a captain of engineers with an 
excellent war record instead of an academy-fresh junior lieutenant who's missed the action. 


